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HONORING THOSE WHO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
TUESDAY, MAY 4TH, FROM 5-6:30 PM
Zoom: bit.ly/leadershipgala 
ALL ARE WELCOME!
Local vigil honors historic verdict
San Jose community members gathered downtown 
Tuesday hours after a jury found former Minneapolis 
police officer Derek Chauvin guilty of murdering 
George Floyd.
Floyd died on May 25 after Chauvin knelt on his neck 
for more than nine minutes as he detained Floyd for 
possessing a counterfeit $20 bill. 
Floyd’s murder was viewed by millions through a 
viral video recording, fueling an uproar of protests 
throughout the nation.
Chauvin was found guilty of second-degree murder, 
third-degree murder and second-degree manslaughter, 
according to the New York Times’ live updates of 
the trial.
About 50 residents attended the demonstration held 
outside Grace Baptist Church on San Fernando and 
Tenth streets. The event was hosted by local activist 
groups Black Liberation and Collective Knowledge 
(B.L.A.C.K.) Outreach, Human Empowerment Radical 
Optimism (HERO) Tent and Silicon Valley De-Bug.
Organizers said the demonstration and vigil was 
meant to honor Floyd and hold space for families 
who’ve lost loved ones at the hands of the San Jose 
Police Department. 
Lou Dimes, president of B.L.A.C.K. Outreach, said 
Chauvin’s verdict was bittersweet because activists want
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Volunteers serve pizza to attendees (left) and a demonstrator (right) holds up a sign at Tuesday’s vigil organized by local activists outside Grace Baptist Church downtown.
More than 100 people smoked marijuana in front of the 
SAP Center in Downtown San Jose Tuesday to raise awareness 
about the racial injustices of marijuana crimes in the U.S.
April 20 or “4/20” is recognized as a holiday for cannabis 
culture. It was popularized by members of the band 
Grateful Dead who picked up the trend from a group of friends 
who would smoke cannabis everyday at 4:20 p.m. according to an 
April 19, 2016 Time article.  
The “Public Spark Rally” was organized by San Jose Roll Call, 
a community-based roller skating group, and Bay Area Latino 
Cannabis Alliance (BALCA), a nonprofit that helps Latinos reclaim 
herbal medicine from the cannabis industry. 
By Jovanna Olivares & Isalia Gallo 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER & COPY EDITOR
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Activists oppose pot criminalization
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Gabby, who preferred to go by her fi rst name, sells her products from her business G’s Healing 
Shop at the Public Spark Rally in front of the SAP Center in Downtown San Jose on Tuesday night.
Cannabis as an industry is being monopolized 
by rich white people, while there’s mass 
incarcerations. Even some of my homies, 
locked up over small petty shit because of the 
government deciding what’s right or wrong.
Miguel Kultura
San Jose bilingual musician 
By Madilynne Medina & Bryanna Bartlett 
STAFF WRITER & NEWS EDITOR
I think the police of San Jose can go 
to sleep thinking that [the murder of 
Floyd] happened miles away, across 
state borders and it has nothing to do 
with them. If they see more people out 
in the streets that’s how we are going to 
see change.
Pamela Emanuel
 B.L.A.C.K. Outreach vice president
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A San Jose resident organizes fl owers to hand out to vigil attendees Tuesday night.

































The Spartan Daily corrects 
all signifi cant errors that are 
brought to our attention. 
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made such an error,  please 
send an email to 
spartandaily@gmail.com.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Columns are the opinion 
of individual writers and 
not that of the Spartan Daily. 
Editorials refl ect 
the majority opinion 
of the Editorial Board, which 
is made up of student 
editors.
to see the same outcomes for other 
victims of police brutality all over the 
country, starting in San Jose. 
“There are still countless people here 
in San Jose who haven’t gotten that 
level of justice,” Dimes said during 
the demonstration. 
Community members placed candles 
and flowers in front of the church and 
held out various flyers with photos of 
victims of police violence at 6 p.m. 
Rev. George Oliver said Grace Baptist 
Church offered its facility in support 
because it’s a place where activists, 
students and residents come to “learn 
how to do justice.”
Raj Jayadev, guest speaker and 
Silicon Valley De-Bug co-founder, said 
similar to the 9/11 terrorist attacks 
and the election of former president 
Barack Obama, Chauvin’s verdict 
is historic.
He said the verdict was a result of 
a social movement where activists 
successfully held police accountable, but 
it isn’t a celebration of a criminal court 
system that operated with integrity. 
“That is what story was going to 
be told had we not taken over the 
narrative by protesting in the streets,” 
Jayadev said during the demonstration. 
“The real action happened outside of 
the courtroom and in the streets.” 
Many event speakers including 
Peter Ortiz, a Santa Clara County board 
of education trustee, called for change 
and accountability within SJPD. 
”There’s no denying there will 
continue to be lives stolen from our 
communities of color by the hands 
of the police,” Ortiz said during 
the demonstration.
Jayadev said 19 people have died from 
police violence in San Jose within the 
last five years.
During the demonstration, Dimes also 
discussed the death of David Tovar Jr., 
a 27-year-old unarmed Gilroy resident 
who was shot on Jan. 21 by SJPD 
officers who believed he was a 
suspect in a homicide investigation.
Tovar’s family is filing a federal 
civil rights lawsuit against the City of 
San Jose over his death, according to an 
April 7 Mercury News article. 
The family’s outrage is focused on 
SJPD officers releasing a K-9 police dog 
onto Tovar’s body after he was fatally 
shot, according to the same article. 
“During the height of the trial in 
regards to Derek Chauvin, SJPD killed 
a man, David Tovar, in cold blood on 
camera,” Dimes said. “They sicced a dog 
on him to eat away at his body as he laid 
drawing his last few breaths.” 
Organizers also discussed the death 
of Gregory Johnson Jr., a San Jose 
State student who was found dead in 
the Sigma Chi fraternity basement in 
2008, as an example of SJPD’s 
alleged corruption.
In regard to his case, Pamela Emanuel, 
vice president of B.L.A.C.K. Outreach, 
said it took community advocacy to 
push law enforcement, the Santa Clara 
County Medical Examiner-Coroner’s 
Office and the university to reexamine 
his death, which they are doing once the 
coronavirus pandemic eases. 
SJSU has agreed to comply with 
the coroner’s reopening of the case 
after coronavirus restrictions permit 
the office to do so, according to a 
Feb. 18 email from President 
Mary Papazian.
Johnson’s death was ruled a suicide 
by the University Police Department 
and Santa Clara County Medical 
Examiner-Coroner’s Office, according 
to the coroner’s autopsy report. 
The Johnson family and supporters 
believe Johnson was murdered in a 
hate crime. 
“That family is still fighting, 13 years,” 
Emanuel said during the vigil. “It wasn’t 
until this year where people were in 
the streets, talking about it, controlling 
the true narrative of this man’s life and 
because of that, the case is going to 
be reexamined.” 
San Jose resident Mayeli Barragan 
Sandoval said injustices stemming 
from SJPD are a lifelong fight for 
many residents of color. She called on 
SJSU students to help fight the 
oppression of SJPD officers and 
city leaders. 
“A lot of us who don’t go to 
[SJSU], we’ve lived here for years and 
years and so when you guys come to 
study here . . . you guys become a part 
of our community,” Barragan Sandoval 
said in an interview after the 
demonstration. “We really need more 
people like you guys to . . . continue 
to fight alongside us because the more 
people we can get the better.”  
Emanuel said it’s going to take 
advocacy from the City of San Jose 
as well as public demonstration 
to provide justice for lives lost 
at the hands of SJPD. 
“I think the police of San Jose 
can go to sleep thinking that 
[the murder of Floyd] happened miles 
away, across state border and 
it has nothing to do with them,” 
Emanuel said. “If they see more people 
out in the streets that’s how we are going 
to see change.”
San Jose resident Ramos Magos, 
who gave out samples of his art that 
read “hands up, don’t shoot” during 
the event, said Tuesday’s verdict was a 
step forward and echoed the need for 
police reform.
“I really hope that we invest 
more in our communities by having 
more events and we are more 
educated,” Magos said in an interview 
after the demonstration. 
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During the height of the 
trial in regards to Derek 
Chauvin, SJPD killed a man, 
David Tovar, in cold blood on 
camera. They sicced a dog on 
him to eat away at his body 
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Bad Bunny, J. Balvin and Karol G are all 
Hispanic artists who are now household 
names across the globe. 
Th e growth of these artists’ popularity 
has been a massive accomplishment for 
the Hispanic/Latinx community, but isn’t 
surprising considering the recent surge of 
Spanish-speaking music breaking into the 
mainstream music scene. 
All of these artists made their mark on 
the music industry during the last year, 
according to Billboard’s top Latino artists of 
2020 list. 
Most notably, Bad Bunny who is known 
for his Latin trap and reggaetón music, 
was on the Billboard’s top 100 artists of 
2020 list. 
Not only was he a part of the top 20 artists 
but Bad Bunny was also the most streamed 
Spotify artist in 2020 with 8.3 billion streams 
globally, according to a report from the 
streaming platform. 
Sociology senior Carolina Magallanes is a 
massive fan of Spanish-speaking music and 
said it’s an enormous part of her life. 
“Now that I am thinking about it, 
I guess I was shaped only in Spanish 
music,” Magallanes said during a Zoom 
interview. “Th ere is just a whole bunch of 
diff erent genres.” 
She  said her love for music in Spanish 
started when she was younger. 
Magallanes grew up with her mom 
listening to Los Bukis, a Mexican Grupera 
band. According to an abstract on Oxford 
Music Online, Grupera music usually 
involves an ensemble of electric guitars, 
synthesized instruments and a lead vocalist. 
Eventually, she started listening to the 
music her older sister listened to and 
familiarized herself with diff erent Hispanic 
artists such as Juanes, a Colombian 
musician who’s known for his song 
“La Camisa Negra.” 
When she was old enough to listen 
to music of her choice, she fell in 
love with artists including Shakira, 
Don Omar and Daddy Yankee, two 
Puerto Rican reggaetóneros. 
While Magallanes has plenty of artists 
to choose from today, her favorite artist 
is a no-brainer. 
“I think [my favorite artist] would 
have to be Bad Bunny,” Magallanes 
said. “I love the person that he is. I love 
his vibe. I love his music. He’s very
attractive, period!” 
Estevan Azcona, assistant professor 
for the department of Chicana and 
Chicano studies, said the rise of 
Spanish-speaking music can be credited 
to cultural shift s.
“I would say that it’s probably refl ecting 
a few diff erent shift s that are taking place,” 
Azcona said in a Zoom call. “We are seeing 
artists from Chicana, Chicano, Chicanx, 
Latinx communities all across the nation 
including Puerto Rico, that are doing 
their art and music in a whole wide 
variety of styles.”
He also said the industry is picking up on 
the buzz around Spanish-speaking music. 
“Th e popularity of this music is being 
picked up on by the major industries,” 
Azcona said. “I still get a kick out of seeing 
Bad Bunny on those Snoop Dog, Corona 
beer TV adverts.” 
Graduate student mentor Mitzi Garcia 
Hernandez also attributes the popularity of 
Spanish-speaking music to the signifi cant 
presence of Hispanic people in the U.S.
Th ere are about 328,239,523 Hispanics 
in the country today who make up 
about 19% of the population, according 
to the most recent data from the U.S. 
Census Bureau. 
Th e number of Hispanics in the U.S. will 
increase to about 35% in 2045, according 
to a Sept. 6, 2018 Brookings Institution 
analysis of the bureau’s census data. While 
one third of the growth will be because 
of immigration, the majority will be 
from a natural increase of more births 
compared to deaths.  
Th is increase causes mainstream 
English-speaking artists to collaborate with 
Latinx artists to reach larger audiences. 
“We [Hispanics] already have such a big 
population so that has something to do 
with it, but the fact that these artists like 
Cardi B, Nicki Minaj, you know, like, Migos, 
like, all of them. Th ey are all trying to collab 
with these Latin artists.” Hernandez said. 
Latin artists and Spanish-speaking 
music have evolved throughout the 
decades, but the current era we are living in 
will change the game forever. 
“Th is is the second-largest ethnic group 
in the country and it’s not shrinking and 
so Spanish language is going to be even 
more a part of American society and that 
is not a bad thing,’’ Azcona said. “Th at 
will be refl ected in music and I think we’ll 
hopefully see this in other genres of popular 
culture too.” 
As for the future of Spanish-speaking 
music, Magallanes and Hernandez 
can’t wait to see what is coming next. 
For now, they’re looking forward 
to seeing Bad Bunny in concert 
in 2022.
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Latin musicians propel industry 
By Jacqueline Vela
STAFF WRITER
ILLUSTRATION BY DAISHA SHERMAN
Follow Jacqueline on Twitter
@Jacqueline_v20
This is the second-largest 
ethnic group in the country 
and it’s not shrinking and so 
Spanish language is going 
to be even more a part of 
American society and that is 
not a bad thing. 
Estevan Azcona
Assistant professor for the 
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One event organizer, who prefers to use the alias UFO, said 
the rally was put together in response to racial biases observed 
through cannabis-related incarceration rates. 
UFO is a member of the San Jose Brown Berets, a Chicano 
organization that focuses on resolving issues including police 
brutality and immigration. She said law enforcement targets 
Black, Indigenous and People of Color communities for these 
crimes, while cannabis companies profi t from them. 
“We [organizers] got together, we’re talking, we’re legit 
having a joint and [decided] we should do it,” UFO said. “We 
should protest about how there [are] a lot of people of color 
still in jail, rotting over like fi ve ounces for the rest of their life. 
You see these big [marijuana] companies are owned by white 
people just getting rich off  what we wanted to do to survive.”
Miguel Kultura, a local bilingual musician, performed at 
the rally and said the event demonstrated how trivial 
cannabis-related incarcerations are. 
“Cannabis as an industry is being monopolized by rich 
white people, while there’s mass incarcerations,” Kultura said. 
“Even some of my homies, locked up over small petty shit 
because of the government deciding what’s right or wrong.”
Justin, a co-organizer for San Jose Roll Call who preferred not 
to use his last name, said the cannabis industry is problematic.  
“Cops, the war on drugs and the American war system in 
general has put us [society] into a machine where all we do 
is feed the fucking beast,” Justin said during the rally. “All we 
do is keep pumping more money in the police, have these 
laws that use things like cannabis to imprison our people 
and break up our families.”
Th e event was calm and harmonic and organizers provided 
free pizza, agua de jamaica, beef jerky and marijuana for those 
who wanted to partake in 4/20 celebrations.
Speaker Joey Iyolopixtli Torres, a Muwekma Ohlone 
Native American tribe member, said Indigenous communities 
used marijuana as a spiritual practice.
“Understand our people did smoke,” Torres said during the 
rally. “We smoked, we exhaled spirit. It’s a very sacred thing 
that you all bring it back and now we break that stigma, that 
colonized way of it being a ‘poison’ to us.”
An event attendee, who prefers to go by the name Flower, 
performed free tarot card readings while selling succulent 
plants. She said smoking marijuana has helped her deal with 
PTSD, anxiety and chronic health problems. 
“Th e government has to back off  and let us take care of 
ourselves herbally, because marijuana has been around a 
lot longer than America has,” Flower said. “It’s ridiculous 
that [marijuana] is legal now but there are still people 
in prison who got arrested a long time ago, whose lives 
have been destroyed by our government telling us what 
we can and can’t put in our bodies.”
Th e event included an array of vendors selling food, 
handcraft ed items and other goods. Torres recommended 
everyone support local small businesses, including fl ea markets.
“Support their businesses, buy from our people,” Torres 
said. “Th ey sell nothing but handcraft s, they pray over it, they 
struggle over it, they put their last dollar into it. You need to 
actually take into consideration what you’re buying, instead of 
getting the big jumbo pack at Costco.”
Cops, the war on drugs and the 
American War system in general has put 
us [society] into a machine where all 
we do is feed the fucking beast. All we 
do is keep pumping more money in the 
police, have these laws that use things 
like cannabis to imprison our people and 
break up our families.
Justin
4/20 Public Spark Rally co-organizer 
Follow the Spartan Daily on Twitter
@SpartanDaily
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Above: An attendee who goes by the name Flower sells plants and performs free tarot 
card readings at the Public Spark Rally on Tuesday.
Right: UFO (left) and Justin (right), the event’s co-organizers who prefer to use an alias 
and fi rst name respectively, conclude the night with a joint at the Public Spark Rally.
SPARKING UP IN SOLIDARITY
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35. Russian country house







50. Female sheep (plural)
51. Third sign of the zodiac
54. Operatic solo
56. “What a shame!”











1. Travelled through water
2. Dad
3. At a distance











25. Go on horseback
26. Umpires
27. Angle of a leafstalk
28. Novice











53. A crime syndicate
55. Coming up
58. Sit for a photo
59. A Greek territorial unit






Complete the grid so that every row, column and 
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
 JOKIN’
AROUND
What time is 
it when the 
clock strikes 
13? 





















PHOTO BY TERRELL LLOYD, SAN JOSE STATE ATHLETICS
Head coach Tim Miles answers questions during an April 7 news conference at the Provident Credit Union Event Center alongside SJSU Athletic Director Marie Tuite.
By Madison Fagundes
STAFF WRITER
Tim Miles was selected as San Jose State’s 
men’s basketball head coach after the team’s 
former coach was fired in March, prompting a 
nationwide search.  
Miles said he’s planning to push SJSU 
players’ limits to make them the best they can 
be during an April 7 news conference.
“We certainly need to take pride in ourselves 
and build confidence in ourselves,” Miles said. 
“We’re going to do that with the San Jose 
State guys.”
Miles has returned to coaching after a 
two-season hiatus, during which he worked as 
a TV analyst for FOX Sports. 
He coached the Colorado State University 
and the University of Nebraska basketball 
teams for a total of 24 years prior to his media 
work. He earned multiple awards and secured 
nearly 400 career wins.  
Miles has replaced former head 
coach Jean Prioleau who coached from 
2017-20. He left SJSU with a cumulative 
20-93 (8-62 MW) record. 
Point guard Trey Smith and forward 
Michael Ofoegbu said they were disappointed 
to see Prioleau let go and they enjoyed their 
time with him as their coach.
“He gave me the opportunity to play college 
basketball on a scholarship, which is not an 
opportunity that very many kids get,” Ofoegbu 
said through Zoom. “You know, there’s 
millions of kids that play basketball, so I’m 
really grateful for him for that.”
While Smith and Ofoegbu expressed 
their gratitude for what Prioleau did 
for them, they also said they’re ready 
to see where Miles’ coaching takes 
the team.
“He seems very passionate and very 
energetic, like he wants to turn things around 
here,” Ofoegbu said. “He seems like he’s gonna 
invest his time and energy into making sure 
we’re as successful as we can be.”
Miles’ plan for the team consists of what he 
calls a “GATA,” or “Get After Their 
Asses” strategy. Through new player 
recruitment, learning from past mistakes 
and building confidence, he wants 
to create a “scrappy team” that never 
compromises itself.  
He also said an important facet will be 
building trust and respect between him and 
the team. 
Miles said he understands the importance 
of student-athletes’ finite amount of time to 
play and plans on making that time count.
“To play college basketball you have five 
years and four seasons,” Miles said. “I want 
that special experience to really be great for 
these guys.”
Miles’ ultimate goal is to mold SJSU’s 
basketball team into winning big games and 
reverse the poor reputation it has gained.
His track record with the University of 
Nebraska shows this is possible. In 2014, just 
two seasons after he was hired, he led the 
Cornhuskers to their first NCAA tournament 
in 16 seasons.
Smith and Ofoegbu said they’re both 
hopeful for a better season and they’re excited 
to get to know Miles better.
“It’s his first year with all of us, but no 
one likes to lose,” Smith said. “If we’re all 
coming into this with the mindset that we’re 
gonna prepare and play with the expectation 
of winning, that’s really it.”
He seems very passionate and very energetic, 
like he wants to turn things around here. He 
seems like he’s gonna invest his time and energy 
into making sure we’re as successful as we 
can be. Michael Ofoegbu




New head coach sparks hope for future
sjsunews.com/spartan_daily 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 2021 5OPINION
ILLUSTRATION BY PAULA PIVA 




The return to concerts, 
museums, sporting events 
and traveling seems 
eminent but it won’t be 
possible without the help 
of a new form 
of identification. 
Our ticket to freedom 
and next step to normality 
will be vaccine passports 
or the presentation of a 
vaccination card. Just like 
carrying your driver’s 
license, this medical 
record may be an essential 
addition to have with you.
Vaccine passports 
will serve as proof that 
someone has received the 
coronavirus vaccine.
The passport can be 
used for international 
travel and allow an 
individual to move across 
borders more freely. It 
may also be used for 
domestic purposes, 
permitting people access 
to certain businesses, 
locations or activities 
within countries, 
according to an April 15 
Kaiser Family Foundation 
article, a nonprofit 
focused on national 
health issues. 
The White House will 
expect the private sector 
to take the lead on the 
verification of COVID-19 
vaccines. 
Officials won’t issue 
a federal mandate 
requiring people to obtain 
vaccination credentials, 
according to a March 29 
Reuters article. 
At the time of 
vaccination, the recipient 
will be given a vaccination 
card, but those cards 
are not likely to serve 
as a vaccine passport 
because they can easily be 
destroyed, lost or faked. 
Instead, the passport 
will be presented through 
an app. The app allows 
a venue, airline or other 
party to scan a code and 
verify if someone has a 
digital vaccination record 
or negative test result on 
file, according to an 
April 15 Vox article. 
New York has been 
the first state to 
debut a COVID-19 
vaccine passport. 
With its launch of the 
voluntary Excelsior Pass, 
New Yorkers are able 
to enter establishments 
through the use of an app 
that verifies the holder 
meets the standards to 
enter a venue for mass 
gatherings, according to 
an April 2 Condé Nast 
Traveller article.
Some have voiced 
concerns over the data 
security of vaccine 
passports, but individuals 
are only reporting their 
COVID-19 statuses, 
not their entire health 
histories. 
The pass is built with 
IBM’s Digital Health 
Pass solution and doesn’t 
share underlying medical 
personal information, 
nor store or track private 
health data, according to 
the New York’s Office of 
the Governor. 
If you’re worried about 
your data getting leaked, 
sorry to break it to you, 
but you’ve already shared 
far more data by using 
your phone and through 
social media platforms 
including Facebook. 
Others might argue 
denying people access 
to places based on their 
vaccination statuses 
is discriminatory, but 
vaccination requirements 
are nothing new. 
More than a dozen 
countries require travelers 
ILLUSTRATION BY AUDREY TSENG
to show proof of yellow 
fever vaccination, 
according to the World 
Health Organization’s 
International Travel and 
Health website.
Schools and universities 
have their own set of 
vaccination requirements 
necessary for enrollment. 
People must pass a 
test to receive a driver’s 
license and then carry 
that license at all times in 
case law enforcement asks 
to see it. 
Anyone is free to refuse 
the vaccine, but business 
owners are also free to 
ensure their businesses 
are safe for all who enter. 
In order to safely return 
to everyday activities, 
vaccine passports are the 
route to recovery. 
The ultimate goal is 
allowing people to enjoy 
the summer, get students 
back at schools, lift the 
economy and return 
people to the activities 
they’ve missed for 
over a year. 
Follow Royvi on Twitter
@lesroyvs
If you’re worried about your 
data getting leaked, sorry to 
break it to you, but you’ve 
already shared far more 
data by using your 
phone and through 
social media platforms 
including Facebook. 
Hollywood’s biggest night 
keeps getting smaller 
and smaller. 
Any respect for the art 
of cinema and storytelling 
The Academy once upheld is 
falling just as fast as the award 
ceremony’s viewership. 
Oscars viewership plunged 
to a record low of about 
24 million during the 2020 
broadcast compared to about 
50 million viewers in 2000, 
according to a Feb. 15, 2020 
CNBC article. 
On Sept. 8, 2020, the Oscars 
unveiled new guidelines for 
films hoping to qualify for best 
picture, but the standards won’t 
go into effect until 2024.
These new guidelines were 
implemented after the Oscars 
came under fire for its lack of 
diversity.
According to a Sept. 9, 
2020 Vox article, the lack of 
diversity has “for a long time, 
had a visible effect on which 
stories get told, who gets 
money to tell them, who gets 
to fail and continue working, 
and . . . which movies get 
rewarded at the Oscars.”
Films must meet two out 
of the four criteria categories 
to be considered for a best 
picture statue beginning from 
the 2024 ceremony. 
The first category requires 
films to have at least one of 
the lead actors or significant 
supporting actors come from 
an underrepresented racial 
or ethnic group, according to 
the official Oscars website. 
Another criteria in the same 
first category requires at least 
30% of actors in secondary and 
more minor roles to also come 
from minority groups.
It also stipulates that the 
main storyline or theme of 
the film must be centered on  
underrepresented groups.
Movies based in different 
time periods, now a popular 
plot trend as movie-goers crave 
an escape, wouldn’t make sense 
if filmmakers used today’s 
diversity standards to depict a 
time that was historically 
less diverse.
But don’t worry, the 
remaining three categories 
focus more on what happens 
behind the scenes.
The second standard 
requires at least two creative 
leadership positions to have 
minority representation, as 
well as 30% of the crew 
to be composed of 
underrepresented 




must be offered 
to certain 
marginalized groups 
including women, racial 
minorities, LGBTQ+ and 
those with disabilities to allow 
more industry access 
and opportunities.
The last standard requires 
studios and film companies to 
have multiple in-house senior 
executives from minority 
groups on marketing, publicity 
and/or distribution teams.
But how does the 
race, gender or sexual 
orientation of those behind 
the scenes affect the quality 
of a film? It doesn’t.
Some might say diversity 
in Hollywood is needed, but 
is setting silly standards to 
the best picture category in 
a dying award show going to 
mean anything? 
A film should be judged 
by its acting, storyline and 
the quality of its production. 
A core principle of art is not 
abiding by rules. 
In a viral segment of Bill 
Maher’s talk show, “Real Time 
with Bill Maher” posted to 
YouTube on Sept. 18, 2020, 
Maher slammed The Academy 
for forcing artists to “abide by 
a to-do list.”
“Some of the best movies 
ever made were by refugees 
from communist and fascist 
countries who got out because 
they didn’t like being told 
what art was acceptable,” 
Maher said.
Absurd stipulations such 












quotas to be filled 
before letting the work be 
judged for itself won’t raise the 
Oscars’ recent embarrassingly 
low ratings. 
It shouldn’t matter what the 
color of the cinematographer’s 
skin is or the sexual 
orientation of Channing 
Tatum’s hair stylist. 
How many best picture 
winners can give a shout out 
to interns of their production 
company for making it all 
possible because of their skin 
color or what gender they’re 
attracted to?
If the Academy Awards want 
to restore both its ratings and 
respect, it should judge films 
not by the color of the cast and 
crew but by the compelling 
nature of the story, quality 






as racial and sexual 
orientation quotas 
defl ate the value 
and desirability of 
the accolade. 
New standards cap creative freedom
Vaccine passports are our pathway to normal life
Any respect for 
the art of cinema 
and storytelling 
The Academy once 
upheld is falling 




WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 20216 ADVERTISEMENT
D I D  YO U  K N OW
Your first 2 years at Chabot College = $2,208. 
Then transfer to CSU/UC. Save $30,000 on your 
bachelor’s degree (approx.).
Invest in
Register Today www.chabotcollege.edu
